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Light-Duty Electric Vehicles
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Clean Vehicle Rebate Project 
September 2016 update



Clean Vehicle Rebate Project

California (CVRP), 2010–present 

• Air Resources Board

• 2007 Legislation (AB118, then AB8) 
allowing vehicle registration fees

• Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund

• Rebate based on drive-train technology 
(e.g., PHEV, BEV, FCEV) 

• Check mailed directly to consumers

FY 2016/2017
• The legislature and Governor have approved $133M in funding for CVRP



Statewide Monetary Incentives

BatteryElectric 
Vehicles (& i3 REx)

Plug-in Hybrid Electric 
Vehicles

Neighborhood
Electric Vehicles

Zero-Emission
Motorcycles

$2,500

$1,500

$900

$900

$7,500

$2,500–$7,500

CVRP
Federal Tax 

Credit
Hydrogen Fuel-Cell 
ElectricVehicles

$5,000 $8,000



Eligibility Requirements

Individual, business, nonprofit or government entity 
based in California or has a California based affiliate

Purchase or lease a NEWeligible vehicle

Own/lease the vehicle for at least 30consecutive months 
(including CA DMV registration)

Apply for rebate within 18 months of vehicle 
purchase or lease date

Meet income eligibility requirements

1

2

3

4
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Application Process

• Streamlined application 
process (10 mandatory fields)

• Upload documents online or 
send via email

• Possible to complete at 
dealership

• Rebate check mailed to 
applicant within 90 days of 
application approval

• Cleanvehiclerebate.org



Rebate Funding

• FY 2015–2016: 
– $163 million approved by Air Resources 

Board and Governor’s Office
– Not all was allocated by legislature (~$75M)
– CVRP waitlist began June 11, 2016

• September 14, 2016: legislative action 
directs $133 million to CVRP

• Waitlisted applications paid in Q4’16
• SB 859 mandated program changes



Pending Program Changes

Senate Bill 859 requires CVRP eligibility criteria 
to be updated based on the following:  

• Lower income cap for single, head of household, 
and joint filers

• Increased rebates for qualified low-moderate 
income consumers by $500

• Removal of PHEVs with electric ranges below 20 
miles 

Implementation date for updated eligibility 
criteria is November 1, 2016



Increased Rebate Amounts for 
Low-to-Moderate-Income (LMI) Consumers

• Additional $1,500 
available to consumers 
with household 
i�Q�F�R�P�H�V���”�������������R�I���W�K�H��
federal poverty level 
(FPL)

• On November 1, 2016:
– The increased rebate 

amount will become 
$2,000

– Prioritization of rebate 
payments to low 
income consumers

Persons in 
household

Max
Income

1 $35,640
2 $48,060
3 $60,480
4 $72,900
5 $85,320
6 $97,740
7 $110,190
8 $122,670



Statewide Monetary Incentives (as of 1 Nov.)

BatteryElectric 
Vehicles (& i3 REx)

Plug-in Hybrid Electric 
Vehicles

Neighborhood
Electric Vehicles

Zero-Emission
Motorcycles

$2,500

$1,500

$900

$900

$4,500

$3,500

CVRP CVRP-LMI 
�~�G�ï�ì�ì�9���&�W�>�•

Hydrogen Fuel-Cell 
ElectricVehicles

$5,000 $7,000

$900

$900



CVRP Rebate Dashboard

Filter by:
• Consumer type
• Vehicle category
• Make
• Region:

– Air district
– Utility territory
– County
– Legislative district
– Disadvantaged 

Community status
– Funding Source

• Application date

cleanvehiclerebate.org/eng/rebate-statistics



Consumer Survey Dashboard

• All PEV rebate recipients 
invited to take a survey

• >25,000 CVRP responses
• Topics include: 

– Demographics
– Information channels
– Purchase motivations and 

enablers
– Dealership experience
– Utility rate awareness

• Filter by: vehicle category, 
buy/lease, make, region

• Download data
• Survey results reasonably 

represent all rebate 
recipients

cleanvehiclerebate.org/eng/survey-dashboard



Public Fleet Pilot Project

Increased Incentives for Public Fleets in 
Disadvantaged Communities

Vehicle Type Rebate Amount

Fuel-Cell Electric 
Vehicle (FCEV) $15,000

Battery-Electric Vehicle 
(BEV) $10,000

Plug-in Hybrid Electric 
Vehicle (PHEV) $5,250

ZIP codes containing Disadvantaged Communities as defined by CalEnviroscreen: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auctionproceeds/535zipmap.htm

http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auctionproceeds/535zipmap.htm


EV Suitability Assessments



Baseline Vehicle Logging

Project Averages



EV Duty Cycle Modeling



Modeling Results



Lessons Learned - Opportunities

• Financial incentives remain important part of 
the business case for EVs in public fleets

• Technical assistance, best practices, and 
peer-to-peer information still in demand

• Suitability assessments 
made fleets more likely 
to acquire EVs – 50 
purchases in process

“This assessment was a great 
opportunity to evaluate our 
future needs for electric vehicles 
and related equipment to 
change our carbon footprint.” 
—Roseann Galvan, City of Selma
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